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INTRODUCTION: 

A group of 46 youth delegates from India visited Russia from 3rd of July to 12th 

of the same as a part of youth exchange. This tradition of youth exchange was 

started between the countries in the last year. The youth visit the country and 

learn about their culture, heritage, economy, trade, IT sector and many other 

aspects. This is a very good step taken by both the countries in promoting their 

relations and letting the youth know about the developments in the counter 

parts of the world. 

Our group mainly visited 3 cities: Moscow, Vladimir and St. Petersburg. This 

report contains the day wise list of events that took place in our 10 days tour 

and also what we learnt and our suggestions for further youth exchange 

programs. 
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DAY WISE REPORT: 

All the selected youth from different parts of the country was asked to report 

on 2nd of July in the VISHWA YUVA KENDRA, NEW DELHI. A small orientation 

program was held on 3rd of July at 10:30 am to give a brief about our venture 

and the country of Russia. We were told about the dos and don’ts. After this 

small meeting, off we went to the Airport. We reached Moscow at around 

10:30 pm (Moscow time) and were greeted warmly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 1: 04 JULY: 

We visited the Public Chamber of Russian federation. A brief about Indo-

Russian relationships was told. They are celebrating 70 years diplomatic 

relations. India signed diplomatic relations with Russia in the year of Indian 

Independence. We were given a warm welcome. From there we headed to the 

Ostankino Tower. It is the tallest broadcasting tower in Europe. It is 540 metres 

tall. We got to see Moscow’s top view. The we were taken to the Indian 

Embassy in Moscow. A small meeting with the ambassador Mr. Pankaj Saran 

was arranged. We even got to have a one to one discussion with him which 

was wonderful. He informed us about various aspects where Russians are 

good. The similarities and differences between Russia and India. Small cultural 



events were hosted by the Russian students. It was delightful. It ended with 

light Indian snacks. 

 

Image: at the Chamber of the Russian Federation 

 

Image: a view from the Ostankino Tower. 

 



 

DAY 2: 05 JULY: 

On the second day, we went to the Alexander Gorchakov Public Diplomacy 

Fund. Some topics about the organisation and its activities were discussed. 

After this we were taken to Vladimir. After a tiring 7 hours journey, a beautiful 

excursion!  We were taken for a walk on the beautiful street of Vladimir. 

 

 

Image: at Alexander Gorchakov Public Diplomacy Fund. 

 

DAY 3: 06 JULY: 

We went to All-Russian youth educational forum- ‘Terra Scientia’. A big 

gathering with many students and delegates was present there. Discussions 

about the recent technological developments in Russia and the scope for 

further developments was done. We had our lunch and left to celebrate the 

Kupala Night. It was a beautiful piece of Russian culture. We played some 

games, had fun, saw the Russians exhibit their talent, danced around the camp 

fire and followed the Russian tradition. 



 

Image: Delegates enjoying the Kupala night. 

 

DAY 4: 07 JULY: 

We were again taken to the forum. We were given time to see about, enjoy 

and play. After having lunch there, we visited the Glass and Paintings Museum 

in Vladimir. Later, we were given time for shopping in the local market. 

  

            

Image: Delegates playing volleyball in the forum premises. 



DAY 5:08 JULY: 

The Indian Delegates were taken to the beautiful town of Suzdal. They were 

shown the peasant life and the ancient wooden architecture. We also visited 

the beautiful Kremlin of Suzdal. After a wonderful lunch, we left to Moscow 

from where we had our train to St. Petersburg. 

 

 

Image: a picture taken during Vladimir excursion. 

 

 

 

DAY 6: 09 JULY: 

We were at the beautiful city St. Petersburg. We were taken to Peterhof, state 

Museum. A beautiful scene of the fountains at Peterhof was witnessed. An 

excursion around Peterhof was taken. After this beautiful excursion, we were 

taken to the hotel to freshen up and then given time to explore the city and 

shop. We were taken for a night excursion at Petersburg for an hour. After that 

we were taken to an Indian restaurant which was delightful. Indian food after 

almost a week for all of us was a great gift!  



                                                     

image: At Peterhof. 

 

Image: at the Indian restaurant – NAMASTE. 

 

 

DAY 7: 10 JULY: 

The day began with a cruise ride on the river Neva. A beautiful pleasure. 

Wonderful sight. After an hour delight, we were taken around in Petersburg. 

Then the delegation went to the state university. Ideas between the Indian 

youth and the Russian youth were exchanged. A brief about the goods traded 



by Russia and its economy was given. With this, we left for Moscow after a 

wonderful day. 

 

 

                                                         Image: at the State University. 

 

 

DAY 8: 11 JULY: 

Back to Moscow. We visited the most famous place of Moscow, Red Square. 

The delegation was given time to see about and then taken around one of the 

most expensive shopping malls. From there we moved around in the park and 

few of us got to experience the Russian Metro. After this beautiful day, we 

were to attend the closing ceremony where we were greeted and served with 

good food and drinks- hotel TAJ MAHAL. The delegation enjoyed the cultural 

programs to the fullest and then exhibited the Indian cultural dances. The day 

ended very well. 

 

 



 

Image from the closing ceremony: people enjoying themselves. 

 

 

DAY 9: 12 JULY: 

The last day of our tour. After a late start, we were taken to the Izmailovo 

Kremlin. What a beauty! 9 days our tour flew away and all we wanted was our 

visas to be extended. But we had to leave. Got into the flight at 7:10 pm and 

here we were in New Delhi at 3:45 am(IST). 

                              

 



LEARNING/ OBSERVATIONS: 

 Russia is a huge country. Its area is almost 5 times bigger than that of 

India. Its population is 14.5 million approximately. So, we don’t find it as 

crowdy as India. It’s a beautiful and peaceful country. 

  The traffic there is well organised. People strictly abide by the rules and 

the government is strict. Even after a long traffic, no sound of a car horn, 

unlike India. 

 A quite similar kind of architecture can be seen throughout the country. 

There is no much of diversity as in India. 

 Like India, their culture is vivid. 

 Digitalisation is started recently. Emphasis is given on going cashless. In 

this matter, India is in a better state. 

 Cost of living is little higher than that of India. 

 There is a big market for Indian spices, Indian clothes, Indian tea and 

coffee in Russia. 

 

APPRECIATIONS: 

 The people respect their Russian language. They lean towards only 

Russian and not English. This is very respectable. 

 The people are very kind and courteous. Even with the barrier of 

language, we did not find any problems around. 

 As this was their first time organising such an exchange, it was done 

appreciably.  

 The citizens are responsible about their culture and country and try to 

preserve it. 

 

SUGGESTIONS: 

 

 The whole visit could be more organised. 

 More visits to places with cultural heritage should be included. 

 One to one discussion with the youth should be arranged. 

 More of formal visits and talks to be arranged. 



 The closing ceremony be more formal with a brief description of the 10 

days of tour. Its benefits to be emphasised and then followed by an 

official dinner. 

 Arrangements could be done in a better way. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

The India Russia youth exchange program is a very good platform to understand 

their culture and it provides a great learning experience with the help of 

interaction with Selected Youth from the premier institutes of India and Russia.  

This tour of 10 days was really enduring. It was not only a knowledgeable tour 

but also fun. The objective of such exchange programs is that the youth who are 

exposed to some other countries share their experience with their friends, 

families etc. and as such this has a multiplier effect in respect of dissemination 

of the ground level experience of the delegates to a large number of people they 

know.  

 

 The visit was very good in terms of achieving its goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


